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A Word From Ruskin 
On some occasions at the start of  Sunday morning worship, during our 
time of  greeting and announcements, we have someone offer what we 
call a “mission update.” We’ve had representatives from Presbyterian 
Church-related colleges in Arkansas (University of  the Ozarks and 
Lyon College) do that.  We’ve had representatives from such church-
related agencies as Presbyterian Village and Vera Lloyd Presbyterian 
Family Services come and speak. Persons serving as Presbyterian 
mission workers in other countries also have addressed us. And 
sometimes we invite one of  our own members to step up and talk 
about something important to us, as when LaWanda Harris talked with 
us regarding the medical mission trip she went on last summer to 
Honduras. (And in August she’ll be updating us on her mission trip this 
summer to the Dominican Republic.) 
The question has come up: Why do we call such moments during 
morning worship, “mission update” rather than the more common 

Friday Bible Study 
The summer session of  
Friday Bible Study has begun, 
and will run through Friday, 
July 13. Dr. David Dyer is 
teaching. This session is on 
The History of  Christianity. It 
is always a delight to have Dr. 
Dyer teach.  Come at 9:30 
a.m. for refreshments and 
fellowship, with lesson from 
10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Bring a 
friend and join the Friday 
Bible Study.  

Lunch Bunch 
The Lunch Bunch gathers at 
11:15 a.m., the first Thursday 
of  each month, to eat 
together in a local restaurant 
of  the host or hostess’s 
choice. All are welcome to 
come be part of  this 
fellowship time.  The 
Blessings Committee has 
decided to cancel the July 
Lunch Bunch. Lunch Bunch 
will resume in August. If  you 
would like to be the host/
hostess for the August 
gathering, please contact the 
church office.  
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“And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 
‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 

Luke 12:55 

Sunday mornings begin with Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., followed by worship at 10:45 a.m.
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“minute for mission”?  Since I’m the one who requested that we change the designation from “minute for mission” 
to “mission update,” I’ll share with you what prompted my request. 
When we call it a “minute for mission,” that sounds, to me at any rate, as if  an activity that was not the mission of  
the church is being paused so that we can take a moment to let someone talk about something that actually is a part 
of  the mission activity of  the church. It sounds as if  we’re “interrupting” our hour of  worship to give someone a 
minute to talk about the real mission work of  the church.  And my concern is that that sounds as if  we regard the 
service of  worship itself  as somehow extraneous or tangential to, rather than actually an integral aspect of, the 
mission of  the church.  
The truth is, our service of  divine worship is itself  a crucial aspect of  the church’s mission.  Our Book of  Order 
even includes it specifically among what we Presbyterians call “The Great Ends of  the Church,” which are these 
(F-1.0304): the proclamation of  the gospel for the salvation of  humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of  
the children of  God; the maintenance of  divine worship; the preservation of  the truth; the promotion of  social righteousness; 
and the exhibition of  the Kingdom of  Heaven to the world. 
The maintenance of  divine worship is a significant aspect of  our mission as a church. In a sense, we can’t really 
take a “minute for mission” Sunday mornings, because the entire service of  worship already is the church engaging 
in its mission. Worshiping God together, striving worshipfully together as a congregation to hear and heed and 
show God’s will and way, just is a significant aspect of  the mission of  the church – I even would suggest that 
worship happens right at the center of  the church’s mission. Worship is something like glue that holds us together as 
a people joined to God’s mission in the world in Jesus Christ. So, when we invite someone to speak to us regarding 
specific church agencies, efforts, and concerns, we’re not talking about having them “interrupt” worship in order to 
direct our attention to things pertaining to the actual mission of  the church; rather, we’re talking about letting them 
update us on a particular aspect of  the church’s mission that we, in our time of  worship, already are engaged in.  As 
our Book of  Order notes in this regard (W-1.001): Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and 
power to the triune God. In worship the people of  God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. As they 
respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, believers are transformed and renewed. In worship the faithful 
offer themselves to God and are equipped for God’s service in the world.  
Which is to say: we can’t interrupt worship to address matters of  mission, but we can have persons update us 
regarding particular missional agencies, efforts, and concerns, as an aspect of  engagement in our mission to be in 
the world and address the world’s needs as a community of  worship. We don’t need a “minute for mission” during 
worship. We will do well, however, as we engage in the mission work of  worshiping together, to let fellow mission 
workers keep us updated regarding particular missional agencies, efforts, and concerns. 

Hillcrest First Thursday Ice Cream Social 
On the first Thursday of  each month, our Hillcrest neighborhood merchants stay open a little later than usual and, 
beginning at 5:30 p.m., invite everyone to come “Sip and Shop” and enjoy sidewalk fellowship and entertainment.  
On July 5, First Thursday will include an old fashioned ice cream social from 6:00p.m. to 7:00p.m. (or until the ice 
cream runs out!) at Crest Park on Kavanaugh. A brass band will be there, as well as other entertainment. All are 
invited to come out that evening and enjoy a little red, white, and blue neighborhood fun! 

Sunday School 
Sunday School begins at 9:30. Youth meet in the classroom at the end of  the downstairs hallway. The adult class 
meets in the upstairs classroom between the parlor and the choir room. 
The youth class teachers are Marian Dyer and LaWanda Harris. Ordinarily, the adult class is led by Ruskin Falls. 
Some Sundays, one of  the adult class’s other participants serves as teacher, leading the class in a discussion of  a 
topic or subject matter of  particular interest to him or her. Joining Ruskin in teaching the next two months are: on 
July 1: Ray Alexander; on July 8: Bo Lewis; on July 15: LaWanda Harris; and on August 5: Charles Gray. 
The class sessions led by Ruskin the past three months have focused on working our way through the Ten 
Commandments. In July, he will begin a new series of  conversations in which what today have become radically 
polarizing values and socially divisive issues will be considered. The aim will be twofold. On the one hand, we’ll set 
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out to critically analyze and self-critically weigh the issues themselves; and on the other hand, with an eye on how 
incredibly divisive American society (including the church) has become with respect to many of  these issues, we’ll 
be exploring what it takes for people today to learn to work through their differences openly and truthfully rather 
than acting as if  the only choice they have is to either ignore the differences or exacerbate them into radically and 
bitterly opposed camps. 
Our Sunday School classes are open to one and all. Come check us out! 
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Pulpit Supplies and Pastoral Care 
Our minister, Ruskin Falls, will be away from the pulpit from now through July 15.  The Worship Committee, 
which is responsible for arranging pulpit supplies in the minister’s absence, has put together the following 
preaching schedule for those Sundays:   

July 1,     Elton “Bo” Lewis  
July 8,      Stewart Smith 
July 15,      Elton “Bo” Lewis 

Ruskin will return to the pulpit on July 22.  In the meantime, we have five important occasions to worship together 
and listen for God’s word as we are led from the pulpit by new and different voices, scriptural insights, and ways of  
preaching.  As Ruskin repeatedly has pointed out, it is important for there to be occasions each year when persons 
besides himself  lead us in worship and proclaim God’s word. It is to be hoped that all will take advantage of  the 
five excellent opportunities that await us this June and July!   
Should a pastoral emergency arise during Ruskin’s absence, he has made arrangements for pastoral care to be 
provided. The church secretary will be able to put you in touch with a pastoral care-giver. 

Reaching Our Church Staff  
Regular church office hours are Mondays through Fridays, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The office phone is 
663-8361. If  you call during regular office hours and we are either temporarily away from the office or 
already on the telephone, you will get the voice mail.  Please leave a message and we will return your call.  
Now that you know how and when and where to reach our church staff, do stay in touch!    

Church Office Closings 
      The church office will be closed on Independence Day (Tuesday, July 4). 

The PHPC Choir 
Our choir practices each Wednesday evening at 7:15 p.m., and also on Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. New voices 
and instruments are always welcome to come join us in making a joyful noise to the Lord. If  you would like to 
participate in the work of  our choir, please consider yourself  invited to do just that! 

  July Birthdays            August Birthdays 
Guy Amsler, III-1st    Mark Sullivan-4th   Tom Atchley-2nd         Joyce Phillips-Mitchell-6th     
Matt Worrell-6th    Caroline Hatcher-6th    Corey Alexander-8th       Olivia Worrell-15th  
Sabine Falls-9th     Joyce Gates-14th    Sara Meeks-19th        Nancy Qualls-26th  
Vicki Atchley-14th      Bob Briggs 22nd        
Amanda Worrell-23rd  Cleve Barfield-24th  

Working at Stewpot 
The third Tuesday of  every month is Pulaski Heights Presbyterian day at Stewpot. This is the day that PHPC 
members are responsible for feeding the hungry at the Stewpot, which is located on the second floor of  First 
Presbyterian, Little Rock. If  you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Jane Anne in the church office.  

mailto:phpres@comcast.net
http://www.phpreslr.com
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Food Manger 
In the narthex you will find the “Food Manger,” through which we fill our church’s food pantry and strive to help 
those in our community whose home pantries are too meager for their family’s needs. You are invited, Sundays (or 
any other day!) to contribute non-perishable goods to this cause. Monetary gifts are also appreciated. Please label 
your check “food pantry”. Also personal items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, bar soap, shampoo, deodorant, 
toilet paper, etc. are needed and appreciated. A suggestion list can be found in the manger or in the church office. 
We are proud and grateful to say that the church is now a member agency with the Arkansas Food Bank. This 
means we can now purchase non-perishable food items from the Arkansas Food Bank at a much lower price than 
we can purchase through a grocery or discount store.   

School Supplies for Vera Lloyd Pres. Home & Family Services 
The Blessings Committee has decided that this year’s school supply recipient will be Vera Lloyd Presbyterian 
Home.  A Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Home representative would like to pick up our collection of  school supplies the 
first week of  August. We will begin collecting school supplies or ongoing needed items in July. As soon as they 
publish the school supply list, it will be published in the weekly bulletin announcements.  If  you do not have time 
to shop, monetary donations are accepted. Be sure to label them for “Vera Lloyd”.  We hope to have a trunk load 
of  “goodies” to take to Vera Lloyd. 

Potluck/Fellowship Meal 
Our next potluck/fellowship meals are set for Sunday, July 29 and August 26, immediately following worship. 
Members are asked to bring a dish to share with the multitudes. All are invited and welcome to join in and enjoy 
good company and a wonderful meal in the fellowship hall.  

Attention Session Members 
The stated meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Sunday of  each month, immediately following worship. However, the 
July meeting has been moved to July 22 and the August meeting will be August 19.   

Funding the Work We’re Here to Do 
Unless otherwise designated, money given to our church is placed in what we call the General Fund, through 
which we cover our regular operating and mission expenses. We also have three special funds through which we 
fund our work. They are: the Food Pantry, for helping to feed hungry families in our community; the Audie Lee 
Jones Ministry Fund, for helping people in financial crisis toward courage, hope, and new opportunity; and the 
Building Fund, for tending to our building, grounds, and furnishings beyond regular upkeep and maintenance. To 
donate to these special funds, simply note on your check or envelope the fund you are giving to. 
We are still a small congregation housed in a large facility that we are out to fill with faith, hope, and love learned at 
the feet of  Jesus and practiced hand-in-hand in his Spirit.  Nine years ago, our membership and financial resources 
were on the verge of  being simply too little to keep up the work of  being the kind of  Presbyterian presence in the 
community that we have believed this church is called to be. During the past nine years, however, we have had 
many new members join us in our effort.  Members as well as friends of  our congregation have contributed 
generously to the funding of  our work. We have returned our facility to being a wisely used and beautiful corner of  
the Hillcrest neighborhood. We have provided much important personal and financial assistance to persons and 
groups needing help in their effort to better their own and others’ lives.  And we have carried humbly boldly on as 
a center of  worship, theological learning, generosity, and courage, where hearts are lifted, minds stretched, and wills 
moved by the guidance and grace that God has spoken and speaks into the world through the life and mission of  
Jesus and the present stirring of  his Holy Spirit. 
 Let us be grateful for what we’ve been enabled to do, and joyful in all we do together, giving cheerfully of  
what we are and have! 
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The P.L.A.C.E. 
Saturday, August 4 at 2nd Presbyterian Church, will be leadership training for every church in our 
Presbytery. It starts at 9:00 a.m. with registration. At 9:15 a.m., opening worship; 9:30 a.m., Keynote 
Address “The Changing Face of  the Church” by Stewart Smith, General Presbyter, and the workshops 
start at 10:15 a.m. There are a wide range of  workshops to choose from. Please see the flyer on the 
bulletin board outside the church office and watch the Sunday announcements for further information. 
There is not charge for these workshops, but you have to make a reservation. Please contact either 
Marian Dyer at 666-8609 or Jane Anne Spikes in the church office if  you would like to attend. Below is a 
list of  the workshops: 
Session 1-10:15-11:00 
1. Growing Young: Strategies for Your Church’s Future Growth-Theresa Spragins 
2. How to Be a Purple Church in a Red State-Steve Hancock 
3. Issues and Opportunities to Consider When Navigating Change in Your Congregation-Michael Vinson 
4. Clerk of  Session Training Workshop (Part 1)-Sam Highsmith & Tracy May 
5. Single Shooter Situation-Henry Moore (Little Rock S.W.A.T. officer) 
Session 2-11:15-12:00 
1. What is NEW! From Board of  Pensions-Kevin Keaton (Board of  Pensions representative) 
2. Church Giving in the 21st Century-Malinda Kirchner 
3. Transformative Conversation (Part 1)-Frank LeBlanc 
4. Clerk of  Session Training Workshop (Part 2)-Sam Highsmith & Tracy May 
5. Single Shooter Situation (repeat)- Henry Moore 
6. We Need a Little Christmas Now!-Carol Clark 
Session 3-12:15-1:00 
1. The GREAT Great Ends of  the Church-David Dyer 
2. Staying Spiritually Safe, Nurtured and Empowered During Times of  Change-Michael Vinson 
3. Transformative Conversations (Part 2)-Frank LeBlanc 
4. Honduras Mission Programs and Opportunities for the Presbytery-Duke Monroe 
5. We Need a Little Christmas Now! (Christmas Eve)-Carol Clark 

Gifts of  Money to the Church 
Sunday, July 8, our treasurer will be handing out mid-year giving statements in the narthex. Any that are not picked 
up, will be mailed Monday, July 9. This allows each of  us the opportunity to do a mid-year comparison of  our 
intended giving to the church in 2018 and our actual giving, six months into the year.  Also, it allows us to make 
sure that the treasurer’s records match our own records of  giving to the church. In the event of  a discrepancy or 
any questions, feel free to contact our treasurer, Randy Gates.  
Remember, too, that, in addition to general gifts to the church, we also welcome gifts to any of  our three designated 
funds. They are: the Food Pantry Fund (to purchase non-perishable food goods for feeding hungry families in our 
community); the Audie Lee Jones Ministry Fund (to help people keep their head above the waters of  financial crisis 
and, so, to help them toward the courage, hope, and opportunity they need for moving forward); and the Building 
Fund (to keep our building fit for the work it’s here to house, by making specific repairs and renovations beyond 
the regular maintenance that we’re able to cover each year through our general fund). 


