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A Word From Ruskin 
March 6th this year marks the beginning of  Lent. Lent is the Christian 
season of  worship that covers the forty regular days and the six 
Sundays that lead up to and culminate in the celebration of  the 
resurrection of  Jesus that we call Easter. 
The first day of  Lent, always a Wednesday, is known as Ash Wednesday. 
On that day, many churches will hold services in which a cross of  ashes 
is imposed upon each worshiper’s forehead as the words are spoken, 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Repent and 
believe in the gospel.”  Lent’s purpose can be compared to that of  the 
season of  Advent. Advent is the church’s way of  preparing us to 
celebrate, in a true and right spirit, the coming of  Christ into the world; 
Advent prepares us for that by encouraging and helping us to ponder 
the meaning and way of  Christ’s coming. Likewise, Lent is the church’s 
way of  preparing us to celebrate Christ’s Easter resurrection, by 

Order Your Lilies 
Easter lilies will adorn our 
sanctuary on Easter Sunday, 
April 21. You are invited to help 
cover their cost through 
contributions dedicated to the 
memory of  someone important 
to you or in honor of  someone 
special. Forms will be in the 
Sunday bulletins starting March 
31. Dedications are $12.00 each. 
All orders must be into the 
church office by noon on 
Monday, April 15. A list of  all 
dedications will be included in 
the Easter Sunday bulletin.   

    Easter Luncheon 
On Easter Sunday, April 21, the 
Blessings Committee will 
provide a catered lunch in 
fellowship hall directly after 
worship. No one needs to bring 
any food, but everyone does 
need to make a reservation, so 
the committee will know how 
many to prepare for. Reservation 
forms will be available in the 
Sunday bulletins starting March 
31. You will need to have your 
reservation into the church 
office by noon on Monday, April 
15. You also can make 
reservations by phone through 
the church office. Guests are 
welcome! Come one, come all on 
Easter Sunday! 
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“and be kind to one another,  
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ has forgiven you.” 

Ephesians 4:32 

Sunday mornings begin with Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., followed by worship at 10:45 a.m.
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encouraging and helping us to ponder the meaning and way of  his death and resurrection.  
During Lent, Christians are encouraged in particular to ponder seriously and to be honest and forthright about: our 
mortality, our sin, and the call to Christian discipleship. To be sure, these are things we ought to ponder and take to 
heart all year long, and not just during Lent. Still, letting these things be the focus of  the weeks preceding Easter is 
the church’s way of  guiding us toward a true and right and sound celebration of  Christ’s resurrection, come Easter 
Sunday.   
Lent should keep us trained on the fact that we are not immortal but are mortal through and through, and that we 
have no control over what happens when we die, but are utterly dependent on what eternal God is up to with us. 
Lent should keep us trained on the fact that and on the ways in which our lives are entangled in sin – entangled in 
indifference and even opposition to God’s will for human life.  And Lent should keep us trained on the call to 
discipleship as Christ’s call to “take up your cross and follow me.” 
This call to discipleship was succinctly and insightfully described by the Lutheran minister and theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, in a book he wrote while leading what, in Nazi Germany in the 1930's, amounted to an illegal 
seminary. The seminary was illegal because it strove to serve Jesus Christ independently of  and even in opposition 
to, rather than in conformity with, the politics of  the Nazi party. The book was called, Discipleship, wherein 
Bonhoeffer wrote this: “The cross is neither misfortune nor harsh fate. Instead, it is that suffering which comes 
from our allegiance to Jesus Christ alone. . . . It is laid on every Christian. The first Christ-suffering that everyone 
has to experience is the call which summons us away from our attachments to this world. It is the death of  the old 
self  in the encounter with Jesus Christ. Those who enter into discipleship enter into Jesus’ death. They turn their 
living into dying; such has been the case from the very beginning. The cross is not the terrible end of  a pious, 
happy life. Instead, it stands at the beginning of  community with Jesus Christ. Whenever Christ calls us, his call 
leads us to death. Whether we, like the first disciples, must leave house and vocation to follow him, or whether, 
with Luther, we leave the monastery for a secular vocation, in both cases the same death awaits us, namely, death in 
Jesus Christ, the death of  our old self  caused by the call of  Jesus” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, vol. 4, 2003, pp.
86-88).  
May the season of  Lent that we now enter keep that call rightly impressed upon our hearts, together with these 
words: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Repent and believe in the gospel. 

Sunday School 
Sunday School meets Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 10:15. Youth meet in the classroom at the end of  the 
downstairs hallway. The adult class meets in the upstairs classroom between the parlor and the choir room. 
The youth class teachers are Marian Dyer and LaWanda Harris. The adult class ordinarily is led by Ruskin Falls. On 
the first Sunday of  each month and occasionally on other Sundays, one of  the adult class’s other participants serves 
as teacher, leading the class in a discussion of  some topic or subject matter of  particular interest to him or her. 
Serving as teachers the next two months in addition to Ruskin are: on March 3: Bill May; on March 17: Marian 
Dyer; and on April 7: Becky Lewis.  On the Sundays when Ruskin serves as teacher, the class touches (sometimes 
briefly, sometimes not so briefly!) on news items from the week gone by that are of  particular significance to the 
church. The present class focus, however, is on religious pluralism, the nature of  faith’s truth convictions, and what 
it means for members of  differing faith communities to enter dialog regarding their respective faith convictions. 
Visitors to our Sunday School classes are always welcome. Come check us out! 

Daylight Savings Time 
Well, it is time once again to set your clocks forward one hour. Yes, you are losing an hour of  sleep on Sunday, 
March 10 at 2:00 a.m. If  you don’t change your clock before you go to bed, you will be late for church.  

Attention Session Members 
The stated session meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Sunday of  each month, in room 303 at noon. There is a 
change in the meeting dates of  the March and April stated session meetings. The March stated meeting will be on 
March 24, and the April stated meeting will be April 14.  
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Friday Bible Study 
The spring session of  Friday Bible Study is meeting on Fridays, until April 19. Dr. David Dyer is teaching. This 
session is on “The Gospel According to Matthew”. Come at 9:30 a.m. for refreshments and fellowship, with lesson 
from 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Bring a friend and learn together at Friday Bible Study.  

Lunch Bunch 
The Lunch Bunch gathers at 11:15 a.m., the first Thursday of  each month, to eat together in a local restaurant of  
the host or hostess’s choice. All are welcome to come be part of  this fellowship time.  Our next Lunch Bunch will 
be on March 7, and Charles Gray is the host. He has chosen The Pantry at 11401 Rodney Parham. Contact Charles 
at 658-6745 or the church office with your reservation. If  you would like to caravan from the church, please call the 
church office by 10:30 a.m. Thursday. We don’t want to leave anyone behind. Our hostess for the April 4 gathering 
of  Lunch Bunch is Karen Osborne. She has chosen Olive Garden at 10715 Rodney Parham. See weekly bulletin 
for more information on the April gathering.  

Hillcrest Community Friday Noon Lenten Services, 2019 
Services begin at 12:00 noon, at the host church, 

and last about one-half  hour; 
a light lunch is served following the service. 

Theme: Where do we go from here? 

Friday, March 8 
    Host Church: Our Lady of  the Holy Souls Catholic Church 

Preaching: Rev. Ruskin Falls (Pulaski Heights Presbyterian Church) 
Friday, March 15 

    Host Church: Pulaski Heights United Methodist Church 
Preaching: Fr. John Marconi (Our Lady of  the Holy Souls Catholic Church) 

Friday, March 22 
    Host Church: Pulaski Heights Presbyterian Church 

Preaching: Rev. Lynn Worthen (Pulaski Heights Baptist Church) 
Friday, March 29 

    Host Church: Pulaski Heights Christian Church 
Preaching: Rev. Jay Clark (Pulaski Heights United Methodist Church) 

Friday, April 5 
    Host Church: Pulaski Heights Baptist Church 

Preaching: Rev. Britt Skarda (Pulaski Heights United Methodist Church) 
Friday, April 12 

    Host Church: Our Lady of  the Holy Souls Catholic Church 
Preaching: Rev. Carol Miles (Pulaski Heights Christian Church) 

Calling all Sandwich Makers 
Our church will host the Friday, March 22 Hillcrest Community Friday Noon Lenten Service. We need volunteers 
to make sandwiches, desserts (cookies or cakes) and/or be a server. If  you would like to volunteer, please contact 
either Jane Anne in the church office or Nancy Bateman at 851-8630.  Sandwich suggestions: egg olive, tuna fish, 
peanut butter and jelly, chicken salad, turkey salad, pimento cheese.  
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Pulpit Supply 
Sunday, March 17, Ruskin Falls will be away from the pulpit. LaWanda Harris will fill our pulpit that Sunday.  

One Great Hour of  Sharing 
One Great Hour of  Sharing is an annual offering used to support Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program, Self-
Development of  People Program, and Presbyterian Hunger Program. This offering is being received throughout 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) on Easter Sunday. Starting Sunday, March 10, the Blessings Committee will 
provided “fish banks” for you to start saving your change for this offering. The “fish banks” will be located in the 
narthex. One Great Hour of  Sharing envelopes will be in the pew pockets.  

Presbyterian Village Tea 
On Monday, April 22, PHPC will serve as host for the Presbyterian Village Tea. We need volunteers to prepare 
snacks/finger foods for the residents at Presbyterian Village. We also need a few people to volunteer as servers at 
the Village that day. Please contact Jane Anne, in the church office, if  you can prepare any “goodies” or be a server. 

Potluck/Fellowship Meals 
We have our potluck/fellowship meal on the last Sunday of  each month except November and December where 
we combine these two months and have the meal on the 2nd Sunday of  December. Our next potluck/fellowship 
meal will be March 31. We ask our church members bring a dish to share with members and any guests. All are 
invited and welcomed to join in and enjoy good company and a wonderful meal in the fellowship hall directly after 
worship service.  
Since we are already having a catered meal on Sunday, April 21, the Blessings Committee has decided to cancel the 
potluck/fellowship meal for April.  

  March Birthdays           April Birthday 
              Pam Medrez-3rd   Winifred Nowlin-7th      Allen McMillan-1st           Bill May, Jr.-5th   
      Bob Oberle-8th    Neil Falls-20th  Nancy Bateman-10th    Jana Speck-10th    
                          Suzanne Moss-12th    Liz May-16th   
                     Phil Campbell-16th   Jane Anne Spikes-19th       

            Karen Osborne-29th  Rafaella Oliveira-29th      

Food Manger 
In the narthex you will find the “Food Manger,” through which we fill our church’s food pantry and strive to help 
those in our community whose home pantries are too meager for their family’s needs. You are invited, Sundays (or 
any other day!) to contribute non-perishable goods to this cause. Monetary gifts are also appreciated. Please label 
your check “food pantry”. Also personal items such as bar soap, shampoo, deodorant, toilet paper, etc. are needed 
and appreciated. A suggestion list can be found in the manger or in the church office.  
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