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A Word From Ruskin 
Church member, LaWanda Harris, and I are spending a lot of  time this 
autumn pondering together the work of  preaching. In October, 
LaWanda was received under the care of  the Presbytery of  Arkansas as 
a candidate for ordination as Minister of  the Word and Sacrament for 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). She is a student at the University of  
Dubuque Theological Seminary, enrolled in the online program there 
while continuing her present career as a nurse at CHI St. Vincent here 
in Little Rock. This fall semester, she is taking a course called 
Supervised Practical Ministry, for which I have the privilege of  serving 
as her local supervisor. The course has four emphases, one of  which is 
preaching, so LaWanda and I meet each week to discuss that week’s 
reading assignment and to ponder the purpose of  preaching and the 
work of  preparing and delivering sermons. It does me good having 
someone like LaWanda pressing me to work on assignments such as 
these and to let myself  be led along the reflective paths her insights and 

Potluck/Fellowship Meal 
Ordinarily, the Blessings 
Committee organizes a potluck/
fellowship meal the last Sunday 
of  each month, immediately 
following worship. Due to the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays, the November and 
December potlucks will be 
combined. So, there will be no 
potluck in November, and the 
December potluck will be held 
on December 9.  Members are 
asked to bring a covered dish to 
share with the multitudes. 
Everyone is invited and 
encouraged to stay after worship 
for a wonderful meal and 
fellowship.   

Church Office Closings of  2018 
The church office will be closed 
Thursday and Friday November 
22 and 23, in observance of  the 
Thanksgiving holiday, and 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
December 25 and 26, in 
observance of  Christmas. 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
It’s time to “fall back” with the 
hour that we lost in March. 
Daylight Savings Time comes to 
an end on Sunday, November 4, 
at 2:00 a.m. If  you don’t set your 
clock back, and show up an hour 
early for worship, there is a 
Sunday School class that begins 
at 9:30 a.m. 

PULASKI HEIGHTS HERALD 
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018 EDITION 

“I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of  his sandals. He will baptize  

you with the Holy Spirit and fire” 
Luke 3:16 

Sunday mornings begin with Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., followed by worship at 10:45 a.m.
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questions open up each time we meet. Also as part of  this course, LaWanda herself  is to preach twice for our 
congregation. She did this on October 28th, and she’ll do so again on November 25th. I expect that those who were 
here on October 28th share my appreciation for how insightfully, carefully, and responsibly LaWanda took what she 
heard coming at her through a passage from the Gospel of  Mark, and put that into words offered up for the Holy 
Spirit to use to speak God’s own word into our hearts and minds.  I look forward to having her fill our pulpit again 
on November 25th.  

When LaWanda and I got started, I told her right off  the bat that a former member of  our church has produced 
some of  the most helpful recent books I know of, on the subject of  preaching. I meant, of  course, Charles L. 
Campbell – yes, Johnsye’s son, better known to most of  us as Chuck. Chuck grew up in this church, went to 
seminary, served from 1982 to 1988 as minister for First Presbyterian Church, Stuttgart, and now is a full time 
teacher of  preachers (which is to say, in seminary lingo, he is a homiletician) at Duke Divinity School. This past 
October, Chuck was invited to be the 2018 lecturer for the Lyman Beecher Lectureship at Yale Divinity School, 
which is one of  the premier lectureships in America regarding Christian ministry. The title of  Chuck’s three-part 
lecture was “The Scandal of  the Gospel: Preaching and the Grotesque.”   

I very much look forward to learning what Chuck had to say on that occasion. For now, let me share with you a few 
lines from an earlier article of  his, that appeared in the Spring 2016 issue of  the Duke Divinity School magazine. It 
is entitled, “Keepers of  the Word: The Folly and Promise of  Preaching”: 

Whenever preachers step into the pulpit, we are, like Paul and Isaiah, not simply trying to deliver a 
good, faithful sermon. Of  course, we want to do that. But we are also doing something more. We 
are living into our calling as keepers of  the Word, people who dare to engage the world, not with a 
sword or a gun or a bomb, but with the Word that Isaiah keeps and Jesus embodies and Paul 
trusts. And living as keepers of  the Word is the most important thing we do as preachers. We live 
into this calling whenever we wrestle deeply with a biblical text that confounds and claims us both 
at the same time. We follow this vocation whenever we struggle to form the Word that’s burning 
inside us into a sermon, whenever we stammer to form the Word into words. We pursue this 
calling whenever we dare to speak the gospel’s “poetics of  the impossible” in the face of  the 
powers of  death. 
In all of  these activities – and many more – we aren’t simply preaching sermons. 
We are living into our vocation as keepers of  the Word. It is an absolutely foolish calling, and the 
results often seem thin at best. But it is a calling rooted in the folly of  God, which is wisdom and 
power (1 Corinthians 1:18, 25). It is a calling rooted in the promise of  God, whose Word goes 
forth from Jerusalem and does not return empty. And, foolish as it may seem, living as keepers of  
the Word is one of  the most important things we can do in the midst of  a violent world. 

I hear in Chuck’s words both challenge and encouragement in my own work as preacher and in my desire (as is 
noted on our church’s website) to work with sensitivity, insight, and perseverance at learning to proclaim God’s 
word in human words that will invite understanding and renewal in the church; that will encourage among 
worshipers an honest, attentive, responsible, and forthright witness of  faith and hope and love; and that will 
embolden worshipers to do God’s goodness justice.  It is indeed my constant prayer that we together, with eyes and 
ears trained on God incarnate in the flesh of  Jesus Christ in the midst of  our often grotesquely baffling and unjust 
world, may strive cheerfully to serve the future ruled by the truth and grace that God in Christ reveals. 

Lunch Bunch 
The Lunch Bunch gathers at 11:15 a.m., the first Thursday of  each month, to eat together in a local restaurant of  
the host or hostess’s choice. All are welcome to come be part of  this fellowship time.  Our next Lunch Bunch will 
be on November 1, with William Shumaker as the host. He has chosen Layla’s Gyro at 9501 Rodney Parham Rd. as 
our Lunch Bunch location.  If  you would like to carpool from the church, please contact the church office by that 
morning before 10:00 a.m. Please contact William at 412-9460 with your reservation. We will meet at Layla’s at 
11:15 a.m.  As of  this printing, we do not have a host/hostess for the December Lunch Bunch. If  you would like 
to be the host/hostess, please contact the church office.  
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Sunday School 
Sunday School meets Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 10:15. Youth meet in the classroom at the end of  the 
downstairs hallway. The adult class meets in the upstairs classroom between the parlor and the choir room. 
The youth class teachers are Marian Dyer and LaWanda Harris.  Ordinarily, the adult class is led Ruskin Falls. On 
the first Sunday of  each month and occasionally on other Sundays, one of  the adult class’s other participants serves 
as teacher, leading the class in a discussion of  some topic or subject matter of  particular interest to him or her. 
Serving as teachers the next two months are: on November 4th: Becky Lewis; and on December 2nd: Ray Alexander. 
Our Sunday School classes are open to one and all. Come check us out! 

Working at Stewpot 
The third Tuesday of  every month is Pulaski Heights Presbyterian day at Stewpot. This is the day that PHPC 
members are responsible for feeding the hungry at Stewpot, which is located on the second floor of  First 
Presbyterian, Little Rock. If  you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Jane Anne in the church office. 

Hillcrest Community Thanksgiving Worship Service 
The annual Hillcrest Community Thanksgiving Worship Service will be held Thursday, November 15, at 6:30 p.m. 
The host church will be Pulaski Heights United Methodist Church.  Reverend Ruskin Falls will preach. This year’s 
donations recipient is The Van. They are asking for monetary donations to purchase coats. They also need 
packages of  new socks. The Van’s mission is simply to locate and love our unsheltered homeless neighbors, 
wherever they may be.  

Holidays in Hillcrest and Tree Lighting 
Friday, November 30, will be the annual Hillcrest Tree Lighting.  At 5:30 p.m., Santa will “throw the switch” and 
light the tree in the Promenade. The chorus and band from Pulaski Heights Middle School will perform. There will 
be cookies and hot chocolate.  Then on Shop N Sip/1st Thursday, December 6, the merchants in Hillcrest will be 
staying open a little later than normal for “A Very Special 1st Thursday”. There will be carolers, hot chocolate, 
cookies, carriage rides, Santa & Mrs. Clause, and lots more fun. Come one, come all to the festivities. 

Poinsettias to Decorate Sanctuary 
Poinsettias will adorn our sanctuary again this Christmas season. If  you would like to contribute with a dedication 
in honor or in memory of  someone special, the dedications are $12.00 each and will be listed in our Christmas Eve 
bulletin. Orders need to be made by December 20.  Poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary on December 16.  
Order forms will be included in upcoming worship bulletins.  

Friday Bible Study 
The fall/winter session of  Friday Bible Study has begun and will last until Friday, December 14. There will be no 
Friday Bible study on Friday, November 23.  Dr. David Dyer is covering The Book of  Exodus. Come at 9:30 a.m. 
for refreshments and fellowship, with lesson from 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. All are welcome to join the Friday Bible 
Study, and all are welcome to bring a friend.  
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Advent Season Services of  Worship 
Advent is the season of  the four Sundays leading up to our celebration of  Christmas.  The word, “advent,” has 
Latin roots and means “coming.”  Advent is a time for focusing our services of  worship on the coming of  God 
among us in the birth of  Jesus some 2,000 years ago, and on the coming of  the kingdom of  God that Jesus both 
has brought among us already and has urged us to await and prepare for in a true and right spirit.   
  

Sermons this Advent Season are going to be exploring the mystery Christmas gives us to know: 
      Dec. 2          Jeremiah 31:31-34       The humanity of  God. 
     Dec. 9          Matthew 1:18-25    Born of  the virgin Mary. 
      Dec. 16        John 1:1-4, 14; 3:16-17  The love of  God. 
      Dec. 23        Mark 1:1-15; Matthew 11:2-6      Born that love might grow. 
             Dec. 24        5:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service 
Bring your family and invite others to this wonderful worship service!   

Christmas Joy Gift Offering 
In December, we will receive the Christmas Joy Gift Offering, one of  four nationwide special offerings of  the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering support the unmet needs of  families who have 
given their lives to serve the mission of  the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), some of  them after retirement, others 
while they continue to serve. They also help students at racial ethnic schools and colleges to develop their gifts and 
find their calling. As we celebrate Jesus’ love flowing into, through, and beyond our lives this Christmas, our gifts 
bear joyful witness to the power of  that unconditional love to change lives. So when you see the flyers in the 
bulletins and special envelopes in the pews, please give prayerful thought to giving to this wonderful offering.  

Reversed Advent Calendar 
Advent calendars provide us a treat each day leading up to Christmas. The Blessings Committee is asking each of  
our members, as well as friends of  the congregation, to help the hungry and the homeless in our community by 
participating this year in a Reverse Advent Calendar.  Rather than receiving a treat each day from the calendar, you 
are asked to give each day by placing into an Advent Basket items for our church’s food pantry and/or items to send 
to Stewpot (which is housed in First Presbyterian Church) to help warm up and brighten the lives of  clients there. 

Baskets can be picked up in the narthex of  the church on Sunday morning, December 2.  We ask that they be 
returned filled with “goodies” on December 17.  Food items then will be placed in our food pantry; other items 
will be delivered to Stewpot on December 19. 
Suggestions for your basket: For our food pantry: non-perishable food goods; and for Stewpot: warm socks, hats, 
gloves, scarves, and toiletries. Monetary gifts are also always welcome! 

The PHPC Choir 
Our choir practices each Wednesday evening at 7:15 p.m., and also on Sunday mornings at 10:20 a.m. New voices 
and instruments are always welcome to come join us in making a joyful noise to the Lord. If  you would like to 
participate in the work of  our choir, please consider yourself  invited to do just that! 

November Birthdays          December Birthdays 
R. L. Qualls-6th          Rebecca Barfield-7th       Fran Bower-1st       Emmett Worrell-11th      
Annie Corbitt-9th                 Charles Gray-17th  LaWanda Harris-16th        Bettye Johnson-21st                   
Alex Gray-23rd       Brent Sodman-22nd          Angela West-27th  
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LaWanda Harris 
LaWanda Harris filled the pulpit on Sunday, October 28.  LaWanda is a member of  this church and a second-year 
student in the distance program of  the University of  Dubuque Theological Seminary (while working full time as a 
nurse at CHI St. Vincent!), LaWanda recently was received under the care of  the Presbytery of  Arkansas as a 
candidate for ordination as Minister of  the Word and Sacrament for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This fall, 
LaWanda is taking a course called Supervised Practical Ministry, for which our minister, Ruskin Falls, is serving as 
her principal supervisor. The course requires study and work in four areas: preaching, advocacy for the 
marginalized or abused, the practice of  fasting, and the practice of  Sabbath-keeping. For the preaching portion of  
the course, Ruskin and the Reverend Gordon Garlington serve as resource persons for LaWanda, and she is 
expected to serve twice this fall as preacher for our congregation. In addition to today, she will be preaching also on 
November 25th.  We welcome this opportunity to let LaWanda practice her preaching as we listen, through that 
preaching, for God’s word. 

Food Manger 
In the narthex you will find the “Food Manger,” through which we fill our church’s food pantry and strive to help 
those in our community whose home pantries are too meager for their family’s needs. You are invited, Sundays (or 
any other day!) to contribute non-perishable goods to this cause. Monetary gifts are also appreciated. Please label 
your check “food pantry”. Also personal items such as bar soap, shampoo, deodorant, toilet paper, etc. are needed 
and appreciated. A suggestion list can be found in the manger or in the church office. We are proud and grateful to 
say that the church is now a member agency with the Arkansas Food Bank. This means we can now purchase non-
perishable food items from the Arkansas Food Bank at a much lower price than we can purchase through a grocery 
or discount store.   

Our website QR Code can be scanned here: 
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